Biochemical changes in progressive muscular dystrophy. XI. Cyclic nucleotides in the skeletal and cardiac muscle of normal and dystrophic mice.
cAMP and cGMP contents were determined in the skeletal and cardiac muscle of normal and dystrophic mice. cAMP content increased in the dystrophic muscle at every stage of the disease whereas cGMP content decreased in the preliminary stages and increased at the terminal stage of the disease. The content of both nucleotides per heart was not affected in murine dystrophy. Thus, levels of cyclic nucleotides appear to be selectively altered in dystrophic skeletal muscle.